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Securlty

;Ixst year. The National. Security

HTTI2IE PEPEARED o
ON PACE \7'3:—/5’" '

By PHILIP TAUBMAN I
Specal to The New York Times i

WASEINGTON, April 27 — The Na-
;dona] Secaxrity Agency, the nation's
Jargest and most secretive intelligence
LOrganization, has directed a private li-
‘brary in Virginia to halt public access
to persopal Jetters mentioned in a book

sciﬁc:lv!g agency, according to li- |:

_'ln.a visit to the George C. Marshall
,urhertmsu th, meeurumg- lib;‘r.y
: i is month, a ing to
‘officials, two representatives of the se-
‘curity agency aiso put a *‘secret” rub-
"ber-Starp on some of the letters, which
were written by a former agency offi-
cial but were pever Government p:
(erty, Library officials said the security
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Excessive Secrecy Charged

While they were at the Marshall li- | librtry'smlldonshipwiththeGovem-

brary, N.S.A. officials told the library
that the visit was part of a systematic

| etfort to track down and, if necessary,

Mr. i

writer who has a law degree and specia-
lzes in i research. “The
Puzzie Palace,” the first book-length
account of the security agency's history
gmm?;s' rasive by

ex ve secrecy

abusing its powers of electronic surveil-

TOp- | lance by spying on American citizens in

the 1970’s.

zgency instructed them to place the let-
ters, including many without the se-
'Crecy stamp, in a vault the library uses
10 house secret data.

7 Many of the letters were cited by the
+&uthor-James Bamford in his book
*7The Puzzie Palace,” a critica)
sabout -the agency that was published

. is responsible for devising and
tkeepi secure codes used by the
=United States, breaking encryption sys-
;. tems used by foreign governments and
»monitoring worldwide communica.
~fions.

“v - Removal Termed ‘Routine’
"dieut. Gen. Lincoln D. Faurer, direc-
tor of the agency, defended the removal
-oithe letiers from public access, calling
ita “routine’’ part of the agency's *“‘re-
-sponsibility to advise and assist in the

‘protection of N.S.A.-related national se- |

‘curity information” contained in k-
brary collections.

- Scholars and civil liberties Jawyers,
asked this week about the agency’s ac-

tion, denounced it, in the words of one,
‘&S ‘a new form of censorship.”
jMark _H. Lynch, 3 lawyer for the

American Civil Liberties Union, said,
the public- from

unclassitied
- | docurnents in ?ﬂnx lbraries, it's an
extraordinary form of censorship.”” -
Historians and lawyers said they had
never before heard of a case in which
‘open research materials mentioned in a
publisbed book were later classified se-
cret or removed from circulation.

Mr. Bamford said the recent actions -
wmld“havenmchill&ngeﬂecton |

any historical researcher.

The letters removed trom open li- :

brary shelves were written from 1942 to
1989 by William F. Friedman, a pioneer

report - in cryptological work in the United

*States and one of the security agency's

; top code breakers. They dealt primarily |
| With personal matters, according to 1i-

| brary officials. .

im‘rhe letters contained br‘i;fl references
.0 some cryptologic work, including one
-project in 1857 that the agency still con-
siders hi sensitive, according to
‘Mr, ord’s book, but were never

subject to secrecy classification be- !
cause they were part of Mr. Friedman's |

private papers. Mr. Friedman died in
1969 and donated his private papers to
' the Marshall library.

- In a Jetter last month to Marshall S.
Carter, a former director of the agency
,and president of the foundation that
i oversees the Marshall library, General
Faurer described the visit by two
N.S.A. officials as *‘part of our continy-
tnguviewofmurchma'teﬁmmad

‘by researchers to classified or
sensitive information, although this is
often difficult to enforce.”

Officials at the Marshall library,
iwhich is on the campus of the Virginia

aiso questioned the N.S.A.’s authority

to declare secret or otherwise influence
the status of docutnents that were iever
i the property of the Government. Offi-
' cials of the semﬂtymmthn
it does have such a ty

national security information.-

to protect

Agency Bars Ac'cess to Non
Material, Library Records Show

{

STAT

Military Institute, called the agency's
action ¢ " but dete::‘aedc{be
ment. “I've felt that relationship
with the Government Nl TORs0n-

F
]

An on national ‘se-

Reagan last year limited the definition
| of information mbrct. to designation as

,?_ executive order
lan-ityintomnimdpedbyl’ruident’
!

. In somme cases, en-
tire folders had been withdrawn. ;
. W, a.
European manufacturer of cryptologic
equipment, was missing from the col.
e e =
ce t t ma.
terial had been removed because it con.
tained  “‘security-classified informa.

Official Use Only”’ by the security agen-
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